Radio Talk for National Ag Day and Salute to WIFE (Women Involved in Farm Economics) by Baucus, Max S.
University of Montana
ScholarWorks at University of Montana
Max S. Baucus Speeches Archives and Special Collections
3-18-1987
Radio Talk for National Ag Day and Salute to
WIFE (Women Involved in Farm Economics)
Max S. Baucus
Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/baucus_speeches
This Speech is brought to you for free and open access by the Archives and Special Collections at ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Max S. Baucus Speeches by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.
Recommended Citation
Baucus, Max S., "Radio Talk for National Ag Day and Salute to WIFE (Women Involved in Farm Economics)" (March 18, 1987). Max
S. Baucus Speeches. 377.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/baucus_speeches/377
Printing, Graphics & Direct Mail
ONBASE SYSTEM
Indexing Form
Senator * or Department*: BAUCUS
Instructions:
Prepare one form for insertion at the beginning of each record series.
Prepare and insert additional forms at points that you want to index.
For example: at the beginning of a new folder, briefing book, topic, project, or date sequence.
Record Type*: Speeches & Remarks
MONTH/YEAR of Records*: March-1 987
(Example: JANUARY-2003)
(1) Subject*: Agriculture
(select subject from controlled vocabulary, if your office has one)
(2) Subject* Radio Talk for National Ag Day and Salute to WIFE
DOCUMENT DATE*: 03/18/1987
(Example: 01/12/1966)
* "required information"
BAUCUS
CLICK,"TO-PRIN-f
)
RADIO TALK FOR NATIONAL AG DAY AND SALUTE TO WIFE
MARCH 18, 1987
Hi. THIS IS MAX BAUCUS.
I WANT TO TAKE A FEW MOMENTS TODAY TO
CONGRATULATE ALL THE MEMBERS OF WIFE FOR THEIR
CONTINUING EFFORTS TO IMPROVE OUR STATE'S FARM
ECONOMY, AND I WANT TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT THE WORK
I'M DOING IN WASHINGTON TO OPEN UP MARKETS FOR OUR
MONTANA AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS.
AS ALL OF YOU WHO ARE LISTENING To KLTZ KNOW,
OUR FARMERS AND RANCHERS ARE THE BACKBONE OF
MONTANA'S ECONOMY. WHEN AGRICULTURE SUFFERS...ALL
OF MONTANA SUFFERS. I SEND MY CONGRATULATIONS TO
MEMBERS OF OUR AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY FOR KEEPING
UP THE FIGHT TO RESTORE THIS VITAL SEGMENT OF OUR
STATE'S ECONOMY.
DON'T HAVE TO TELL ANY OF YOU ABOUT THE
PROBLEMS FACING AGRICULTURE TODAY*
OUR EXPORT MARKETS. NOR IS IT A COINCIDENCE THAT
FARM PROGRAM COSTS WENT UP BY ABOUT $20 BILLION
WHILE THE VALUE OF EXPORTS DROPPED BY THE SAME
FIGURE.
PLAIN AND SIMPLE, THE FARM CRISIS IS A TRADE
A
CRISIS. WE ARE SELLING MORE THAN HALF OUR YEARLY
HARVEST OF MOST MAJOR CROPS TO FOREIGN CUSTOMERS.
THE AMERICAN FARMER'S LARGEST MARKETS ARE OVER
SEAS.
MY NEW LEGISLATION IS A COMPREHENSIVE PACKAGE
TO REMEDY THE AGRICULTURAL TRADE PROBLEMS WE RE
FACING TODAY.
FIRST, IT STRENGTHENS THE SANCTITY OF
CONTRACTS ASSURANCE WE PROVIDE OUR FOREIGN CUS-
TOMERS*
SECOND, IT EXPANDS THE EXPORT ENHANCEMENT
PROGRAM. IT GRANTS EEP BENEFITS TO ALL FOREIGN
CUSTOMERS 7 ESPECIALLY OUR BEST CUSTOMERS. A
PROGRAM LIKE THIS IS ESSENTIAL TO MAKE OUR EXPORTS
COMPETITIVE WITH THOSE FROM COUNTRIES WHERE
FARMERS ARE HEAVILY SUBSIDIZED*
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OUR FARMERS AND RANCHERS NEED HELP IN MANY
AREAS. BUT WHAT THEY NEED MOST RIGHT NOW IS AN
AGGRESSIVE PROGRAM THAT WILL BOOST AMERICA'S
SAGGING AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS.
THAT'S THE GOAL OF THE AGRICULTURAL TRADE
ENHANCEMENT ACT WHICH I INTRODUCED EARLIER THIS
YEAR.
BACK IN 1980 THE ECONOMIC HEALTH OF AGRICUL-
TURE LOOKED PRETTY ENCOURAGING. FARMS WERE IN
FAIRLY STRONG FINANCIAL CONDITION. GOVERNMENT
SUPPORT FOR AGRICULTURE AMOUNTED TO ONLY FOUR
BILLION DOLLARS ANNUALLY A DROP IN THE BUCKET
BY TODAY'S STANDARDS. THE FUTURE LOOKED BRIGHT
AND THE GOVERNMENT WAS ADVISING FARMERS TO PLANT
MORE CROPS TO FEED A HUNGRY WORLD.
BUT THAT'S ALL CHANGED. AGRICULTURAL DEBT
HAS RISEN TO MORE THAN $200 BILLION. THE RATES OF
FARM FORECLOSURES AND RURAL BANK FAILURES ARE AT
THE HIGHEST LEVEL SINCE THE GREAT DEPRESSION.
IT'S NO COINCIDENCE THAT OUR FARMERS AND
RANCHERS FACE MORE FINANCIAL HARDSHIPS AS WE LOSE
THIRD, I'M URGING THE ADMINISTRATION TO MAKE
FULL USE OF CURRENT PROGRAMS LIKE BLENDED CREDIT,
GUARANTEED CREDIT, THE EEP AND FOOD AID.
WE ARE NOT DOOMED TO BECOME AN ECONOMY IN
DECLINE. U.S. AGRICULTURE DOES NOT NEED TO FOLLOW
THE PATH OF THE STEEL AND TEXTILE INDUSTRY* IF WE
ARE WILLING TO AGGRESSIVELY COMPETE IN THE WORLD
ECONOMY, WE CAN ONCE AGAIN BE THE BREADBASKET FOR
THE WORLD.
I KNOW THAT'S WHAT I WANT FOR MONTANA'S
FARMERS AND RANCHERS. AND I KNOW IT'S WHAT YOU
WANT, TOO. WORKING TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE THAT
HAPPEN.
THANKS FOR LISTENING. AND CONGRATULATIONS
AGAIN ON THIS SPECIAL EVENT CELEBRATING MONTANA
AGRICULTURE*
